
Hubert Howe Bancroft’s 

whoppin’ 

Six-and-a-half-page 

Footnote!25
 

Expanded from its original, almost illegible size. 
(shown Here, its shocking, well-buried conclusion) 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

25	
  This	
  “account	
  condensed	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  a	
  note,”	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  on	
  page	
  329	
  of	
  Bancroft’s	
  
History	
  of	
  California,	
  vol.	
  6,	
  which	
  was	
  published	
  in	
  1888	
  and	
  covered	
  the	
  years	
  1848-­‐1859	
  
over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  nearly	
  800	
  pages.	
  This	
  note	
  addressed	
  the	
  “Squatter	
  Riots,”	
  which	
  were	
  
among	
   the	
   most	
   important	
   and	
   traumatic	
   events	
   of	
   early	
   California	
   history.	
   More	
  
revolution	
   than	
   riot,	
   Sacramento’s	
   1849-­‐50	
   uprising	
  was	
   nothing	
   less	
   than	
   a	
   consensus-­‐
based	
   alternative	
   government,	
   created	
   to	
   fight	
   land	
   speculation.	
   The	
   movement’s	
   legal	
  
efforts	
  were	
  thwarted	
  and	
  the	
  struggle	
  climaxed	
  in	
  the	
  shootings	
  and	
  deaths	
  of	
  the	
  sheriff,	
  
assessor	
  and	
  eventually	
  the	
  mayor	
  (along	
  with	
  several	
  other	
  citizens)	
  of	
  a	
  city	
  that	
  would	
  
soon	
   become	
   the	
   capital	
   of	
   California;	
   the	
   local	
   economy,	
   based	
   largely	
   on	
   speculation,	
  
promptly	
  collapsed	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  population.	
  At	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
   this	
  mess	
  were	
   land	
  claims	
  
that	
  confounded	
  the	
  courts	
  until	
  1864.	
  Bancroft’s	
  official	
  narrative	
  provides	
  only	
  a	
  single	
  
dismissive	
  page	
  about	
  troubles	
  he	
  blames	
  on	
  a	
  rabble	
  ignorant	
  of	
  the	
  nuances	
  of	
  “Spanish	
  
grants”	
  –	
  an	
  odd	
  critique	
  considering	
  that	
  the	
  Spanish	
  had	
  been	
  driven	
  from	
  California	
  in	
  
1821,	
  over	
   two	
  decades	
  before	
  Sutter’s	
   receipt	
  of	
   a	
  Mexican	
   land	
  grant.	
  This	
   is	
   a	
   curious	
  
editorial	
   decision,	
   to	
   give	
   such	
   brief	
   and	
   flawed	
   treatment	
   of	
   such	
   a	
  major	
   event	
   only	
   a	
  
generation	
  earlier,	
  as	
   though	
  protests	
  against	
   the	
  Vietnam	
  War	
  warranted	
  only	
  a	
  passing	
  
reference	
  in	
  a	
  modern	
  history	
  because	
  we	
  all	
  know	
  we	
  had	
  to	
  stop	
  French	
  expansionism	
  in	
  
Southeast	
  Asia.	
  Fortunately,	
  this	
  suppressed	
  account	
  –	
  including	
  many	
  important	
  research	
  
leads	
   –	
   was	
   preserved	
   by	
   unknown	
   hand.	
   It	
   is	
   worth	
   noting	
   that	
   Bancroft	
   operated	
   a	
  
prolific	
  subscription-­‐based	
  historical	
  sweatshop	
  in	
  which	
  his	
  assistants	
  worked	
  long	
  hours	
  
with	
   heavy	
   demands.	
   So	
   it	
   is	
   not	
   hard	
   to	
   imagine	
   that	
   whoever	
   wrote	
   of	
   the	
   “incidents	
  
attending	
   the	
   squatter	
   outbreak	
   at	
   Sacramento”	
  might	
   have	
   felt	
   common	
   cause	
  with	
   the	
  
previous	
  generation’s	
  struggle,	
  and	
  saved	
  it	
  from	
  oblivion.	
  –	
  Andrew	
  McLeod,	
  3/11/2015	
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